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which he is chained up ?    What is the goal to which
he hopes the path will carry him ?

The answers to these questions must occupy us
to-day. The salvation the Buddhist seeks cannot
be accurately described either as a salvation from
hell, or as a salvation from sin. The Indian belief
in transmigration made the belief in a hell
(and for the matter of that, in a heaven, in the
Christian sense) impossible. All the beings in all
the heavens and hells would necessarily die (as we
should say), fall from that state (as the Indians
would say), when the causal efficacy of the Karma
which put them there had been exhausted. The
terrible thing was not a re-birth in hell so much as
the far more staggering and terrifying conception
that there was no escape from the round of trans-
migration at all. A being in a state of misery, or in
a state of happiness, might be perfectly sure that
that state would sooner or later come to an end ;
but it would come to an end only by the commence-
ment of another state, of another birth. And that
birth would be inevitably attended by all the results
inherent in the limitations of individuality. And
the struggle necessary to keep the individuality alive
would bring with it fresh cares and troubles, old age
and death, grief, lamentations, wailings, and despair.
This is the evil to be avoided.